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Plucking a page from the current world, we always see people everywhere, across the globe in pursuit of success and perfection. Many are cases where we hear or see rather people doing crazy things all in the name of being perfect or looking perfect. Perfection is and has been the world’s most deadly virus creeping in the hearts of faint-hearted men and women who do not appreciate how they are. People nowadays are more willing to change or rather alter the very chemistry of their bodies to look perfect and have the society adore them for who they are now. Most of these individuals fail to understand that perfection starts by accepting who they are and how they are. Some say “my nose is too big” or “my tummy is bulging out inappropriately” because they have seen elsewhere another with a perfect nose or a perfect tummy ignoring the fact that what is perfect to another or oneself may be imperfect to another. Nonetheless, nobody lacks flaws in their lives or physical appearances (Marsh pg. 751). If one changes how they look in the outside, one thing is for sure, there would be another thing on the inside that they would be unable to change and that is imperfection in itself. Nathaniel Hawthorn, a writer who was recognized of his writing in the 19th century, poured his heart out on issues doing with the pursuit for perfection by people in his time. Nathaniel went ahead and wrote a fiction that expresses attainability of perfection.
The Birthmark was the book and in this book, Nathaniel uses the title of the book as a symbol, characterization of the main character and foreshadowing her demise so that he could be able to project how unrealistic and misleading perfection is. In the book, Nathaniel tries to exemplify the impracticality projected in the concept of perfection, highlighting the implications so that the people in the society could stop the façade of wanting a perfect outcome but rather accept how things are and spend their time on more important issues concerning them and their lives. Nathaniel also wanted to discourage the lengths others were willing to go just to attain the unattainable or achieve what could not be achieved. Nathaniel chooses to use Georgiana, the protagonist in the story who has a birthmark on her cheek. The birthmark is used as a symbol for improbability of perfection where the birthmark is projected as unearthly imperfection. Nobody like birthmarks that are situated on areas that are easily visible to others especially those on the face. Many would rather have birthmarks on the thighs or on the back where only few know about it.
In the book, Nathaniel describes the birthmark as, “the fatal flaw of humanity which nature … stamps ineffaceably on all her productions, either to imply that they are temporary and finite, or that their perfecting must be wrought by toil and pain” (Marsh pg.746). Through this description, it is crystal clear that the birthmark is a representation of the mortality of humans and that as long as human beings remain mortal, perfection is elusive. Nathaniel, projects the truthfulness of this description through the life of Georgiana who was a daughter and then a wife. Despite her beautiful physical appearance with everything a woman could ask for, her birthmark was her flaw preventing her from being perfect (Zeavin pg. 298). The fact that it was positioned on her cheek, it made it so visible for others to see and point out her flaws. Her birthmark, which was a tint of a deep crimson, defined its shape and its surroundings. All the people in the society used to adore Georgiana and say to her that she was a beautiful soul. However, as Nathaniel puts it, these compliments ended with the addressing of her birthmark which a sign of imperfection for her. The author does this intentionally so that his readers get to understand that perfection is unattainable and pointless to pursue. Nathaniel’s characterization of how Georgiana looks like, specifically her birthmark is an accentuation of the unlikelihood to achieve perfection.
Georgiana seems however not to be bothered by this birthmark on her cheek. Whenever people point it out, she ends up saying that she has no problem with it. This however changes when Georgiana is married to Aylmer who was a scientist back in the day. Aylmer had decided to put an end with his experimentations and settle down. The couple lived happily until one day Aylmer decided to address the birthmark on his wife’s cheek. As Aylmer describes it, “an almost fearful distinctness...whose shape bore not a little similarity to the human hand” (Marsh pg. 741). Nathaniel makes a connection to mortality and the birthmark exhibiting that sine Georgiana is mortal, perfection is an illusion. Consequently, Nathaniel through the dream Aylmer has, foreshadows the death of Georgiana while he seeks for perfection in her. Aylmer explains to his wife that her birthmark is bad and that in his dream he tried cutting it out but it ran deeper to her heart and he had to cut through her heart. Here Nathaniel projects the difficulty in attaining perfection and if extra measures are taking in pursuing perfection, the likelihood for untold damage is imminent.
In addition, the example where the depth of Georgiana is foreshadowed is an indication that the intention of a perfect Georgiana won’t bore any fruits. To project the extent of how difficult it is to achieve perfection, Nathaniel through his short story makes use of the birthmark as a symbol of imperfection that he hopes the society would acknowledge and be practical in their pursuit for perfection (Papa pg. 130)). This birthmark is meant to show them that perfection is an illusion and when one tried to achieve perfection, they would fail because it is impossible to be perfect. Their time, devotion, and determination should otherwise be used in other goals that are more realistic and achievable.
The comment from her husband upsets Georgiana and she thinks to herself as imperfect. The thought engraves in her mind and spreads like poison affecting her psychologically. Aylmer suggests to her wife that there would be a way to make her look perfect without the birthmark. Georgiana goes through her husband’s folio of experiments he conducted in the past and realizes that the experiments that came close to being a success were invariably failures. Nathaniel further stresses on the implications of perfection through this exhibition where the foreshadowing of Aylmer’s failure in perfecting Georgiana. 
Eventually, Georgiana agrees to her husband’s plan of being administered with concoctions that are meant to dissolve the birthmark on her cheek and make her look perfect. In the lab, Georgiana is given the concoction and the birthmark is removed from her cheek. However, the problem is that Georgiana end sup dying in the lab. Nathaniel exemplifies a lose-lose situation to both Aylmer and Georgiana in their pursuit for perfection (Marsh pg. 730). Georgiana loses her life and Aylmer becomes a widower who intentionally chooses to do so. If he would accepted the fact that perfection was unattainable, then her wife would not wind up dead in his laboratory. His actions of trying to play ‘God’ lead to a misfortunate scenario of his wife dying by his hands.
Even though this book was written in the 18th century, its theme and main idea remains practical and relevant in this age. Its significance can be implemented on the modern society and teach people on how perfection is an illusion. Today, the number of plastic surgeries is spiked up with everyone wanting to look perfect in the eyes of their fellows. In the end, it almost ends up in a tragedy of either the surgery is a failure or health complications that makes the patient regret of their decisions (Usedom pg. 173). Scientific approach to perfection is also addressed towards the end of the story where Nathaniel tries to portray that science is not a way of showing to the world that everything is possible and can be achieved. Nathaniel though the failures and loss of Aylmer projects that there are things not to be meddled with and perfection is among them.
Nathaniel also places Aminadab, a man of sensible character and an assistant to Aylmer. In the book, Nathaniel projects this character as one who understands the main idea Nathaniel is projecting in his story. Aminadab says that if Georgiana were his wife, he would not try to mess with the birthmark on her cheek as he sees it a natural and perfection being an illusion. All through his story, Nathaniel wants his readers to take home this point Aminadab is portraying that perfection is a lie we all tell to ourselves to help us sleep at night. Aminadab laughs at the death of Georgiana in the end portraying that not one ever cares for a perfect situation since when it fails; a person cannot empathize with it (Gale pg.93). A person dying is supposed to be sorrowful and emotional but Aminadab does the complete opposite since he knows that this was a tragedy that was self-inflicted. Had Aylmer understood that perfection is impossible, he would not have put her wife through a process that killed her in the end.
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